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Cover picture
W. N. Male Child
(c.1840) by F. Rochard (1798-1858)

This is the original drawing by the
fashionable miniaturist, Frangois Rochard
for Plate LXXXIIl of Sir Alexander
Morison’s The Physiognomy of Mental
Diseases (1840). It is of W. N., a 6-year-
old boy given the diagnosis of ‘Idiocy’.
The description reads:

This boy has been idiotic since his birth;
his mother says that he became more
so at three years of age, after measles
and hooping-cough [sic] ... he appears
to have affection for his father and mother, and is fond of looking at his
father at work as a tailor, claps his hands when he sees the needle
move, and tries to imitate the operation of sewing (p. 225).

The drawing is very sensitively executed and generally the portraits of
patients with similar conditions are sympathetically rendered in the
book. The original drawings are kept at the Royal College of Physicians
of Edinburgh, whom we thank for permission to feature this portrait.

We are always looking for interesting and visually appealing images for
the cover of the Journal and would welcome suggestions or pictures,
which should be sent to Dr Allan Beveridge, British Journal of Psychiatry,
21 Prescot Street, London E1 8BB, UK or bjp@rcpsych.ac.uk.





